










































Township of Chisholm 
Report to Council 

 
Report No.: 2022-04      Date: April 25, 2022 
 
Originator: Jenny Leblond, CAO Clerk Treasurer 
 
Subject:  Private Road Association ADHOC committee request 
              
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council not entertain the request of creating an ADHOC committee for the purpose of 
establishing a private road association grant program. 
 
              
BACKGROUND 
 
In July 2021, Council was approached by the Mallard Haven Road Association requesting to 
establish an ADHOC committee to discuss a private road association grant provided by the 
Township of Chisholm. The request went to Council at the August 26, 2021 Regular Council 
meeting.  The following resolution was passed. 
 
Resolution 2021-204 

Nunzio Scarfone and Bernadette Kerr: Be it resolved that the Council of the Corporation of the 
Township of Chisholm, discuss a request to Council in regards to financial support for private 
roads, and further requests that the CAO prepare a report for Council with more information to be 
discussed at a future Council meeting.      ‘Carried’ 
 
              
 
ANALYSIS/OPTIONS 
 
On the entirety of Mallard Haven Road there are 48 individual properties that abut the road. 
Using 2020 data, the township has a total of 1008 individual properties which would mean that 
the Mallard Haven abutting properties make up 4.7% of the total properties. 
 
Using 2020 assessment values, the 48 Mallard Haven properties make up 5.5% of the township’s 
total assessment. Assessments have not changed since 2020 except for growth in new houses and 
buildings.  There is some building activity on Mallard Haven with regards to additions, upgrades 
and a cottage replacement in the last 3 years. The increase in assessment values on Mallard 
Haven will be at a much slower pace then the rest of the township due to the lake being at 
capacity for development.  
 
Using the ruler function in the CGIS software of the township, Mallard Haven is about 2.79 km, 
the longest of all the private roads in the township. There are other private roads around the lake 
that make up another 4.87 km for an approximate total of 7.66 km of private roads around the 
lake. To put that in perspective, the township maintains 122 km of roads. 
 



I have spoken to the Regional CAOs and no one locally has considered implementing a private 
road grant program.  They are mostly worried about the blurred line it creates on who is actually 
maintaining the private road. 
 
In August 2021, the CAO completed a survey jointly put out by Ontario Good Roads Association 
and the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations.  At the time of this report, the survey 
results were still not available. 
 
Within the request there were examples of by-laws that have been passed by other municipalities 
who have a private road association grant program. The CAO made contact with those 
municipalities and received the following information. 
 
Municipality of Magnetawan 
 
Annual Budget for the Grant Program  $15,000 per year for 2019 and 2020 
Number of kms of Private Roads   25.73 kms 
Total Money spent on Private roads   $73,764.95 (2019), $74,921.87 (2020) 
Calculation of Grant $250 per km plus $40 per property with 

unique owner 
Requirements to qualify for the grant program work on road must be for substantial 

improvements, no winter maintenance costs 
can be included, association must have own 
bank account, 2/3 of property owners must 
be sharing the costs, invoices for work 
completed must be submitted to 
municipality. 

 
Township of Leeds and the Thousand Islands 
 
Annual Budget for the Grant Program  $25,000 per year 
Number of kms of Private Roads   120 kms 
Total Money spent on Private roads   Information not available 
Calculation of Grant Budget divided by number of kms  
Requirements to qualify for the grant program work on road must be capital-type 

improvements, no longer going to be 
covering regular maintenance, association 
must have own ban account, 2/3 of property 
owners must be sharing the costs, must hold 
at least an AGM and appoint officers, 
minutes of association meetings must be 
taken and made available to township if 
asked, association budget for the year, 
invoices for work completed. 

 
Municipality of Whitestone 
 
Annual Budget for the Grant Program  $84,000 per year (2021) 
Number of kms of Private Roads   191.3 kms (851 households) 
Total Money spent on Private roads   Information not available 



Calculation of Grant $x per km plus $x per property based on 
budget 

Requirements to qualify for the grant program for road maintenance costs, 2/3 of property 
owners must be sharing the costs, provide 
budget and current funds on hand with 
application. 

 
 
Of the three examples above, the average grant per km is $410.26. The programs above were 
created because there are significant private roads systems within their municipalities. It is my 
opinion that we do not have a significant enough private road system to create a grant program. 
 
In the example for Mallard Haven that was provided in the request, the portion of the proposed 
grant was calculated to be $2420.  This averages about $867.38/km which is more then double 
what the average of other grant programs are providing per km. The cost of the other private 
roads in the township, using the formula provided, has not been calculated. 
 
            
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council not entertain the request of creating an ADHOC committee for the purpose of 
establishing a private road association grant program. 
 
             
Respectfully Submitted,    
 
 
 
 
 
Jennistine (Jenny) Leblond 
CAO Clerk Treasurer 


























